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What is bullying?
The Anti Bullying Alliance, and St Mary’s Primary School, believe that bullying is:
The repetitive, intentional hurting of one person by another/others where the relationship involves an imbalance of power. It can be carried out physically, verbally, emotionally or through cyberspace (electronically).
· Bullying behaviour deliberately causes hurt
· Bullying behaviour is repetitive
· Bullying behaviour involves an inbalance of power
We believe that bullying is NOT:
· Teasing and banter between friends/classmates
· Falling out after a quarrel or disagreement
· Behaviour that everyone has agreed to take part in     
What to do if you think your child is being bullied
1. Read the School Anti-Bullying policy which is available on the school website (www.tickhillstmarys.co.uk)
2. Speak to your child’s class teacher. Let them know of your concerns. If appropriate, they may speak with individuals, apply sanctions, reorganise the learning environment in the classroom, take note of any interactions, let all staff know to be vigilant at playtime and, if necessary, start recording any incidents. 

3. Speak to Mrs Lowe – the Anti-Bullying leader
If things do not improve, the class teacher may involve the Anti-Bullying leader, Mrs Lowe, or parents may arrange to speak with her directly (after first discussing with the class teacher). She would speak with the children involved and their parents, start a chronology sheet to record incidents and would generally meet both parents and children on a regular basis to try and resolve matters.

4. Speak to Mrs Sanderson
If incidents are still occurring despite the class teacher’s and Mrs Lowe’s input, Mrs Lowe would involve Mrs Sanderson and the matter would be dealt with more formally. Parents would be kept fully informed.          

Our Anti-Bullying policy is readily available on our school website (www.tickhillstmarys.co.uk) and paper copies are available upon request at the school office. The policy is discussed and updated with parents during the annual Anti-Bullying parent workshop in November each year.   
Useful websites   
www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
                                                                                                  
