
 

 

Newsletter  - February 2026 





A message from Mrs Over 

 

As we reach February half term, it's unbelievable to realise that we are now half way 

through this academic year! Looking back on the last three half terms, it makes you realise 

how much the children have achieved and what exciting things are still to come. 

Highlights for this half term include watching lots of classes participate in PE lessons with 

sports coaches from Premier Education, some beautiful volcano art, exciting visitors into 

school for immersive launches into our history units and I have had lots of visitors from 

children working super hard on their handwriting targets as well.  

Now let's hope for some spring sunshine after the half term holiday so that we can get 

outside a bit more for our learning!  

Shout outs to:  

• Eliza S-B  - for coming into school every morning ready for the day and radiating joy 

• Pippa C - for being a superstar role model in our collective worship time  

• James P - always happy to get stuck in and have a go, no matter the lesson or 

activity!   

Mrs Over x 



 

Nursery - A message from Mrs Johnston 

 

What another busy half term we have had! We have welcomed five new children into 

Nursery, all of whom have settled well, and we are delighted they have joined our St Mary’s 

family. 

This half term, we have been exploring traditional tales. The children have thoroughly 

enjoyed learning new stories, acting them out, and creating some lovely pieces of artwork to 

accompany the stories. They have painted trolls, drawn maps to find the goats, and even 

illustrated the Three Little Pigs. I think their favourite was The Three Little Pigs! 

We have been busy on Welly Wednesday, observing the change in seasons, making houses 

from available materials, and jumping in puddles on rainy days. 

To finish off the half term, the children have focused on Valentine’s Day and made some 

lovely cards for their grown-ups. We have talked about why they love us and how we show 

love to others. 

Shout outs to: 

• Frankie – for always looking after her friends in Nursery and helping them when they 

are upset. 

• Rory – for gaining more confidence, independence, and settling into Nursery well. 

• Isabelle – for showing confidence and resilience by coming into Nursery on her own. 
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Reception - A message from Miss Belnavis 

 

What a super start to 2026 we have had in Reception! The children have loved our 'Who Can 

Help Us?' topic—so much learning and joy has taken place. We began with our 

text Supertato, where we learned about the qualities that make Supertato a hero. The 

children had great fun searching for Evil Pea, creating wanted posters, setting traps, and 

making jelly to finally capture him! Superworm was another hit; the children continued to 

think about why he is 'super' and completed some lovely writing activities linked to the story. 

They also learned about, explored, and created their own habitats on a plate for an 

earthworm. Additionally, we created our own wormery for the children to observe worms 

up close. 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have discovered many different people who help us in 

our homes, school, and community. The children have been able to make connections 



between 'superheroes' in stories and the real-life heroes around them. We had a fantastic 

visit from Andy, who spoke about the importance of policing. He brought equipment for the 

children to explore, answered lots of questions, and shared so much new knowledge. Of 

course, the best part was being able to sit in the police car! Thank you, Andy! 

We also welcomed Lucy and Sarina, who kindly took the time to talk to the children about 

midwifery and nursing. The children thoroughly enjoyed their visit—thank you both! 

Throughout the half term, the children have explored many different professions, engaged in 

role play in our vets area, and put their creative skills to the test using a range of different 

media. 

A wonderful, action-packed half term. Well done, Reception class! 

Shout outs to: 

• Jude, Vinnie, and Peaches – We have had three wonderful new starters in Reception 

who have settled brilliantly! It feels like they have always been part of our school, 

and they are fantastic additions. Well done for settling in, smiling, exploring, and 

forming new relationships. We are super proud of you all—keep it up! :) 
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Year 1 - A message from Mrs Kabesh 

 

Wowsers trousers! What a busy half term we have had! We have been learning all about the 

United Kingdom and its countries, as well as some of the stories associated with them. We 

know about the Loch Ness Monster and where he comes from, as well as Finn McCool 

pretending to be a baby! It has been ace to learn all the geography alongside some really fun 

stories. 

This term, we have had a little dinosaur called Joey visit us. He sits with the children at the 

smartest table to make sure they are listening well and being the best they can be. Joey will 

be around all next term and will be joined by Madam Dragon, who will be keeping an eye on 

the children’s work as well. 



We loved going to Sir Thomas Wharton and spending the morning doing all the different 

activities there with the Year 7 children. We also enjoyed the visit from Riot Act, who came 

in to teach us all about the Green Cross Code. So, so much fun! 

Shout outs to: 

• Zachary – for being such a lovely friend and a role model to his peers 

• Paisley – for never giving up and trying super hard each day 

• Brodey – for giving 100% to anything I ask him to do 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Year 2 - A message from Mrs Ashbridge 

 

Wow, I can't believe how quickly this half term has flown! What a jam-packed half term it 

has been! 

This half term, we have learned all about the climate and weather conditions of Antarctica in 

comparison to our own country, as well as the various animals found there, including 

emperor penguins and leopard seals. To launch this topic, we went on a class trip to The 

Deep, one of the UK's leading aquariums! We had an absolutely AMAZING time, but our 

highlight was definitely watching the penguins being fed during feeding time! Inspired by 

this, we even drew our very own emperor penguins in our Art lessons. 



In Maths, we have learned a lot about money, making sure we recognise the value of pounds, 

pennies, and notes. We also learned how to add pounds and pennies together. Initially, we 

found this a little tricky, but with perseverance, we managed to grasp it in the end! 

To finish off our busy half term, we went to Sir Thomas Wharton Academy, where some 

lovely Year 8 children delivered a multi-skills event filled with lots of fun and engaging 

activities. We had a fantastic time and were certainly worn out afterwards! 

Shout outs to: 

• Leo Berrios – Super proud of how much you have grown this half term. Keep working 

hard! 

• Kit Thompson – For always wanting to push your inquisitive mind further. 

• Noah Hutchinson – For engaging so well with your reading this half term. Super 

proud of you! 

 



 

 



Year 3 - A message from Miss Siddall 

 

What a start to 2026! It has been a real pleasure to see the children continue to grow in 

confidence and excitement as we have begun some brilliant new topics. 

We had a fantastic Roman Day to launch our new history topic, where the children dressed 

up and truly immersed themselves in Roman life. They tried writing like Romans, practised 

using Roman numerals, and even played knuckle bones, just as Roman children would have 

done. The classroom was full of energy and curiosity, and the children asked some fantastic 

questions. 

In English, we have recently finished our unit on poetry, focusing on volcano poems. The 

children absolutely loved exploring rhythm, syllables, and rhyming words. 

To complement this, we also created volcano artwork inspired by Jackson Pollock. This 

involved splatter painting (which definitely got a little messy!), but the results were well 

worth it. We ended up with some striking abstract volcano art. 

In Music, I was so impressed with the children’s musical abilities. We explored how to tell 

stories through music using percussion instruments, thinking carefully about how pitch, 

volume, and tempo can change to reflect the mood and atmosphere of a story. The children 

also had a go at reading some musical notation and practised playing on the beat. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It has been such a positive half term, and I 

am really looking forward to everything we have planned for Spring 2. 

Shout outs to: 

• Kingsley – for wowing me in maths and making my brain hurt with all the extra 

problem-solving and tricky multiplication and division questions we practised! 

• Amelia – for growing so much in confidence this half term and really believing in 

herself. You CAN do it! 

• Bodhi – I am so impressed with your joined-up handwriting. You are really trying to 

better yourself every single day and have made so much progress with your letter 

formation. Keep it up! 



 

 



 

 

 



Year 4 - a message from Miss James 

 

 

Spring 1 in Year 4 has flown by, and we’ve been busy! This half term, the children have 

completed two writing units: a setting description and a piece focused on creating tension 

and suspense. What writers we have in Year 4! They have blown me away with their 

creativity and their drive to apply all the skills we learn before producing our published 



pieces. Special mentions to Pippa and Coops, whose beautiful writing has been displayed on 

our star wall! 

In Maths, this half term we have focused on Multiplication and Division. This is a large unit 

with many small steps to develop and deepen their mathematical knowledge. We have 

learned how to multiply 3-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers using the long multiplication 

method, and how to divide up to 3-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers using a part-whole 

model. Year 4 have shown great number sense and used their related facts to divide 

successfully this way, demonstrating great resilience with this learning. 

"Watt’s the Big Deal?" has been our science topic, and everyone has thoroughly enjoyed 

learning about electricity! We are applying our new knowledge in our D.T. topic, where we 

have designed an electronic wire loop game. The children are incredibly excited to build 

these together with their families and adults this Thursday! 

I am so proud of everyone! They make every day a happy day, and I’m very thankful to have 

a classroom full of resilient, creative, and eager learners. Enjoy your half term break, Year 4; I 

can’t wait to hear about it when you return for Spring 2! 

Special mentions go to: 

• A Carter – for showing such positivity and resilience this half term. You have been 

very mature and understanding regarding your injury and what you’ve unfortunately 

had to miss because of it, but I’m proud of you for not letting it get you down! 

• Vinnie – always working to the best of your ability, you are a WOW writer, and when 

the work is done, you make everyone smile with that super personality of yours! 

• D.S – You hold high expectations for yourself and always show me you are ready to 

learn! You have a fantastic work ethic, and I’m really proud of you for always showing 

up as your best self. Well done! 



 

 



 

Year 5 - A message from Mrs Buckle  

 



 

We have had a lovely start to 2026 in Year Five. Blasting off into space has been such great 

fun! Whether it has been ordering the planets using a range of fruit (who knew that Earth 

was the size of a cherry tomato?) or representing the phases of the moon using Oreo 

biscuits, we have zoomed from one activity to another, defying gravity and having a blast. 

We are just about to publish our space work; photos of this will have to land in the next 

newsletter as it is currently orbiting the classroom, with intent to make a landing on the final 

day of half term. 

Our PE lessons with Mr Kirtley have been great—gymnastics has followed on from Autumn 

term's swimming. Mr K also took a team of athletes to Sir Thomas Wharton, where they 

were complimented on their resilience and determination, even though they were up 

against children a year older than them. They made us very proud. 

Those of us who stayed behind slipped in a cheeky extra art lesson and created some 

amazing chalk pictures of the moon—have a look at our before and after works of art. 

Once we had learned how to ask for different breakfast items in French, we just had to try 

out our newfound skills and, of course, were rewarded with food. 

We have been lucky enough to have Miss Barker join us to support our learning. She will 

remain with us until Easter and is very much looking forward to continuing to work with such 

a wonderful class of children. 

Special mentions go to: 

• Hudson – You have settled into our class so quickly and beautifully that it feels like 

you have always been here. 

• Jacob W – What an improvement in your effort and resilience—you continue to make 

me very proud. 

• Olivia – For your never-ending enthusiasm and cheerfulness, which brighten our 

classroom. 



 

1 - French breakfast. 

 

2 - French breakfast. 



 

3 - French breakfast. 

 

4 - French breakfast. 



 

5 - French breakfast. 

 

6 - French breakfast. 


